Panama Service Project, 2012
Important Information:
1. Trip dates are July 5-19, 2011.
2. Cost is $2725 (financial aid available).
3. You will stay with a host family especially chosen for you.
4. You will do 20-30 hours of community service in a center for malnourished
children (Nutre Hogar).	
Price includes:
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· 
www.panamaserviceproject.com
· Roundtrip airfare including estimated taxes and fuel
· 3 nights hotel accommodations
· Family-stay arrangements
· Private bus transportation
· 9 pre-arranged meals outside of family stay
· Entrance fees Panama Canal, Emberá Village, Folk Dance Show
· Medical/accident insurance; limited cancellation protection
· Leaders on a 1 per 8 student basis
· Student preparatory materials

How to participate in the Panama Service Project:

1. Attend informational meeting on November 16, 2011 at the Town Club in Fox Point (6:30-7:30pm) for Milwaukee-area participants.
a. Register on-line at www.panamaserviceproject.com (complete instructions with this document)
b. Print out application materials (obtain on-line) and send to: PSP 7630 Boyd Way Fox Point, WI 53217 or drop off to Mrs. Morse’s office 4211 at USM.

2. Receive acceptance notification no more than 2 weeks after submitting application materials.

3. First deposit due no later than December 15, 2011 in the amount of $1250. You can do this online or make check out to “Panama Service Project, LLC” and send to 7630 Boyd Way, Fox Point, WI 53217. 

4. Second half of the deposit ($1350) is due by May 1, 2011. 

5. Attend an early June meeting at the Town Club to go over packing lists, gift ideas and answer more questions. (Exact date to be announced depending on exam schedule)

6. Attend our end-of-the-year fundraising party to raise money and donations for Nutre Hogar.
(This is always held the last exam day as a way of celebrating! We need a house for this event)
 


ELIGIBILITY:  Students must have completed, or almost completed, 2 or more years of Spanish study; must maintain good academic standing and must be in excellent health.  




Key Information
·  20-30 hours Community Service (30 hours if you decide to go back in the afternoons)
· Only one student per family unless special request is made, families with children of a similar age, interests
· Only Spanish spoken 99% of the time (except within our group)
· All activities fully chaperoned by staff or the carefully selected families
· Students will have a list of key phone #s, and a thorough orientation
· Dietary preferences should be stressed early to prepare families
· Host Families may take students on short trips within Panamá
· Pack light, temps. 75-95 degrees.  Laundry is usually done in homes, but most don’t have dryers.
· No additional vaccines required. Typhoid, tetanus, and hepatitis should be up to date. Water is safe to drink.  Antibacterial hand soap useful.
· Various emergency contact numbers provided to parents in the States
Sample Week Day in Panamá
7 a.m.		Breakfast with families
8 a.m.		Community Service at or around Nutre Hogar 
12 p.m.		Lunch with families
3-6 p.m.	Return to Community Service Site (optional) or language/culture “classes.”
6 p.m.		Dinner with families
8 p.m.		Go to movies, karaoke, playing games at a friend’s house

	Sample Itinerary

	Day 1        
	Arrive Panamá City 9pm                       

	Day 2            
	Visit Emberá Village   

	Day 3
	Canal Tour 

	Day 4
	Host family stay, Jungle trek

	Day 5       
	Host family stay

	Day 6            
	Host family stay, Commmunity Service 8-Noon

	Day 7
	Host family stay; Commmunity Service 8-Noon, Visit nearby city

	Day 8
	Host family stay, Commmunity Service 8-Noon, folklore presentation

	Day 9        
	Host family stay, Commmunity Service 8-Noon

	Day 10            
	Host family stay, Medical trip w/Nutre Hogar to identify malnourished children

	Day 11
	Host family stay

	Day 12
	Host family stay

	Day 13
	Host family stay, Commmunity Service 8-Noon

	Day 14
	Leave host family, Beach, Shopping for crafts, Farewell Dinner 

	Day 15
	Depart Panamá









Applying to and Registering for Panama Service Project 2012: How it Works (Hopefully!)

We have worked hard to put all the materials online for you this year. We expect that this will make it easier for you to keep track of your application and registration materials and for us to make sure we have all your information at the right times. Keep in mind that this is a new system and please let me know at jemima1418@yahoo.com if you find any glitches, have any problems, or have suggestions for adjustments.

Application, due Dec 15th
1) Go to www.panamaserviceproject.com and click “Register Online.”
2) On the application page, click “Register Now.”
3) Enter your email address and select the appropriate registration type for the participant. Click “Continue.”
You will be required to pay the $125 fee in order to complete your registration. This is a $25 non-refundable application fee that will be applied to your program fee upon acceptance. Additionally, you are asked to pay a $100 deposit toward the program cost. This $100 will be returned to you in the event that you are not accepted.
4) Complete all required fields. 
It is not necessary to complete them all at once (in fact it is probably impossible since you must print out the required forms and have them signed by a teacher, administrator, and a parent/guardian). Your application will be saved and you can return to add to it as you are able until the deadline.

The first section is contact information for the student and the person(s) responsible for the student. 

The second section contains three forms that must be printed, completed, and then uploaded to the system. Additionally, there are six questions that must be answered in the space provided. The first question must be answered in Spanish, the remaining five questions should be answered in English.
5) When you have filled out your contact information, uploaded the forms, and answered the questions, click “Continue” to make your payment. 
6) Complete payment online and click “Finish.” This will complete the process and notify us that your completed application is ready for review.

Registration, due May 1st
1) When you have been approved to participate, you will receive an email containing a link to the Panama Service Project registration. This uses the same system as the application, therefore you will use the same email and password as the application.
2) Enter your email and select the appropriate applicant type. Click “Continue.”
3) You will see the same page as the application form with all of your information already present. Scroll down to the bottom of the page to locate the new information required.
4) Complete all required fields.
Just as with the application, there are forms that you must download, sign, and upload to the system. Your registration can be saved at any point, and you can return to it as necessary.

The first section asks for your passport information, a copy of your passport and insurance information, and the three forms that must be printed, completed, and then uploaded.

The second section asks for information relevant to your homestay so that we can identify a good family for you.

The third section asks you to write a letter of introduction in Spanish to your host family and upload it to the system.
5) When you have filled out your passport information, uploaded the forms, required documents and letter of introduction, and answered the homestay questions, click “Continue” to finish your registration.
6) You will have the option to pay any part of the program fee up to the total cost at this time.

Additional Information about Payments:

· 50% of the program cost, $1250, is due Dec. 1st. 
· The remainder, $1350, is due May 1st.
· Payments may be made online or checks made out to Panama Service Project, LLC may be mailed to: 7630 Boyd Way, Fox Point, WI  53217.  
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